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Minutes of 2009 Annual Meeting	
 

The co-op now offers a free outage alert service. Members are urged to sign 
up to receive text message or e-mail advisories affecting electric service in your area. 
Enrollment assistance in the new service is available by calling the co-op. 

The service is called Nixle, and the alerts come from TheNixleTeam at 
www.nixle.com. Typically, alerts for a region are sent about one hour following a 
widespread electrical outage, after co-op lineworkers have been able to assess the 
situation and estimate how long repairs to the area will take.

For example, at 10:59 p.m. on May 11, Nixle users in Love and Marshall 
counties were advised that strong winds had downed eight poles. The message from 
the REA went on to say that all feeder lines had been restored and repairs to lateral 
lines and individual meters would continue throughout the following day.

The co-op issued a total of six alerts in the first six months of the new service. 
Most were real-time outage updates related to tornado damage in east Ardmore, 
Kingston, Lone Grove, Wilson, and Love and Marshall counties. Other alerts 
informed users of the highway location of tree trimming and line construction crews.

The typical Nixle user is able to receive text messages by cellphone even when 
the member's home has no electric power. 

"As REA members become more accustomed to instantaneous wireless 
communication, they expect the co-op to be able to get information out to them. 
The Nixle service enables us to make that type of response, said Dan Willis 
administrative services director.

Signing up for Nixle costs nothing. Standard texting fees may apply and are 
charged by the mobile phone provider.

Members register at www.nixle.com. When registering, indicate whether 
messages from the REA should be delivered to cellphone or e-mail account, or both. 
Other settings let the member turn off cellphone notifications during specified hours.

A wireless device or computer is required. There is no service for landline 
telephones.

A log of current and past advisories may be viewed by any computer user, 
whether or not the user is registered, at www.nixle.com. Enter the name of the county 
seat for the REA meter, i.e. Waurika, Tishomingo, Marietta, Madill, or Ardmore.

The Seventy-Third Annual Meeting of the members of Red 
River Valley Rural Electric Association was held at the Marietta 
Football Stadium in Marietta, Oklahoma, at 8:00 p.m. on the 
tenth day of August 2009. The meeting was called to order by 
Charles Young, President of the Cooperative.   

The President declared a quorum present with over eight 
hundred seventy-one (871) members registered in person, these 
being in excess of five (5) percent of all members of Red River 
Valley Rural Electric Association. 

Upon call from the President, employee Frank Lornes gave 
the invocation.

Lawrence Henry, Secretary of the Cooperative presented 
and read copies of the Notice of the Meeting and Proof of Due 
Mailing thereof. This Notice and Proof to be annexed to the 
minutes of this meeting. He then read the agenda for the Seventy-
third Annual Meeting. 

Young brought for consideration and action the Minutes 
of the Seventy-second Annual Meeting of the Members held on 
August 11, 2008. He stated that a copy of these minutes had been 
included with the 2008 Independent Auditor’s Annual Report and 
mailed to all members on July 28, 2009. The Secretary asked for 
a motion approving the 2008 minutes. Upon a motion made and 
duly seconded, the minutes of the 2008 Annual Meeting were 
approved as mailed.

President Young then called Roger Rhoades, Director of 
Accounting, to present the 2008 Audited Financial Statements 
for consideration and approval. Mr. Rhoades stated that each 
member had received the financial report by mail along with 
the minutes of the 2008 meeting. He asked for any questions or 
comments concerning the report. There being none, he asked the 
President to call for a motion approving the 2008 Annual Report. 
Upon a motion made and seconded, the 2008 Annual Report 
was approved as mailed. 

Manager's Report
The President next called CEO Brent Hartin to introduce 

the special guests and give the Manager’s Report.
Hartin welcomed the members and special guests to the 

Annual Meeting citing that this was nearly a record crowd being 
the second largest in the Co-op’s history. He introduced the 
members of the Credentials and Election Committee and thanked 
them for their time and effort in overseeing the meeting each 
year. Hartin next introduced the directors of the Cooperative 
and the Subsidiary, their spouses and his family in the audience. 
He recognized President Charles Young and thanked him for his 
dedication and thoughtful leadership that spanned over three 
decades of service. Hartin stated that he will be greatly missed 
upon his retirement effective today. 

Hartin expressed appreciation to the Marietta School 
District for the use of the stadium and its facilities.  He also 
thanked the members for being allowed to serve on their behalf in 
such a great organization.

Hartin stated that the Cooperative is financially stable, had 
fully complied and exceeded all financial ratios and is in good 
standing with its lender Rural Utilities Service. He also pointed 
out that the Cooperative’s wholly owned subsidiary Earth Energy 
Technology & Supply, Inc. had a good year with over $35,000 in 
profit.

Hartin cited that the financials were published in the August 
newsletter and should anyone have questions or concerns to 
contact him or any staff member at the Cooperative.

Hartin next introduced Larry Watkins, General Manager of 
the Oklahoma Association of Electric Cooperatives. 

Watkins spoke about the legislators in attendance and 
thanked them for their service and dedication to the people of 
Oklahoma. He next spoke about HR 2454 the Cap and Trade or 
green house gas reduction bill and the drastic effect it will have on 
the cost of electricity. Watkins cited that the people must contact 
legislators and make them aware of the serious consequences this 
bill will have on the ordinary person’s electric bill. He emphasized 
that we all want to take care of the planet and be responsible 
citizens but if this bill goes forward it will come at a huge cost.

Watkins thanked the members for attending the meeting 
each year and for the interest in their cooperative.

President Young then called upon Duane Gibson, 
Chairman of the Credentials and Election Committee appointed 
by the Board of Trustees on June 23, 2009 as required by Article 
III-Section 7 of the official bylaws of the Cooperative. Gibson 
recognized the other members of the Committee as follows: 
Wetona McCarty, Co-Chairman, Ringling; Jo McKay, Secretary; 
Marietta, J. C. Montgomery, Overbrook; Marjorie Hewitt, 
Lebanon; and Arnell Halstied, Marietta. He gave a report of the 
Committee’s actions prior to the Annual Meeting. Gibson said 
the Committee had met on July 13, 2009 in the boardroom of 
the Cooperative to review the function of the members and to 
examine the records of Nomination by Petition, if any, the Filings 
of Notification and Declaration of those persons standing for 
election at the 2009 Annual Meeting.  

Election Results
Gibson reported that the Committee found and declared 

of record that the following named incumbent board members 
of Red River Valley Rural Electric Association had filed a 
Notification and Declaration to stand for election as required by 
the Cooperative’s bylaws:

Harold Lester 	 Office One	 District I
Lawrence Henry	 Office One	 District III
The Committee further found that three members 

had completed and filed the Notification of Candidacy and 
Nominating Petition for the Office One District II position 
as required by the Cooperative’s bylaws. He cited that the 
following named candidates filing for the position were: King 
Martin, Marietta; Bob Scott, Thackerville; and Dean Schaffer, 
Thackerville.

Gibson cited that an election would be held at the Annual 
Meeting on August 10, 2009 for the position of trustee for Office 
One District II. 

Gibson then gave the results of the voting during the 
evening’s election, citing that King Martin received 448 votes, Bob 
Scott received 205 votes, and Dean Schaffer received 212 votes.  
He then stated that the members had heard the voting results and 
called for the approval of King Martin as the winning candidate 
for the Office One District II trustee position.	

A motion was duly made and seconded that King Martin be 
approved as trustee in Office One District II for the ensuing three 
years.  

President Young called for any unfinished business and 
there was none.

President Young called for any new business and there was 
none. 

There being no further business to come before the 
members and upon a motion duly made and seconded, the 
meeting was adjourned. The President then called for employees 
of the Cooperative to conduct the prize drawing.

These minutes were recorded by Judy Cooper at the 
request of Lawrence Henry, Secretary of the Cooperative.

REA offers several ways to 
make bill-paying easier.

Bank Draft
Save time and postage and 

write fewer checks with payment 
by bank draft.

You simply authorize the 
co-op to withdraw the amount of 
your monthly payment from your 
bank account. Withdrawal will 
take place on your choice  of the 
10th or 25th of each month.

Credit Card  
Payment

This works the same as 
bank draft. You sign an  
authorization for the co-op to 
draft from your Visa or Master 
Card. Withdrawal will take place 
on your choice of the 5th, 15th, 
or 25th of each month.

Average Billing
Average billing keeps your 

payments a level monthly amount 
you can plan for. For example, 
suppose you regularly use $200 
worth of electricity for half the 
year and $100 worth the other 
half. At that rate, you’ll be billed 
an average of $150 every month. 
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Capital Credits For 1969 To Be Paid
(Continued from page 1)
	 Capital Credits are "allocated" or registered in members' names each year the 
co-op makes a "profit," that is, has more revenue than expense. Capital Credits have 
rarely been paid out the year they were earned. The last payout, for the years 1967-
1968, occurred in 1996. The payout totaled $221,471.66 to 2,471 members. 
	 Payout decisions are made by the Board, based on the financial health of the 
co-op. Following a review of the pending Capital Credit retirement, the Board may 
decide to retire additional, more recent Capital Credits. Capital Credit allocations 
remain on the books until paid.

Online Bill Pay Enters Final Test!
E-Bill, a new payment option, is undergoing final testing and clearance. When 

it is launched later this summer, you will have the option to view and pay your REA 
account online. The new service will be installed at the Red River 
Valley REA web site, www.rrvrea.com.  

Members will be able to view their bill as early as the second day 
of the month (except if a weekend) and pay by credit card or online 
check. "Keep watching the website," advised business office director 
Mike Mathis regarding the official start date.  

DON'T -- use a plugged-in 
appliance, like a hair dryer, 
when standing on a damp floor 
or in a wet bathtub or shower.

DO -- have an electrician 
install a Ground Fault 
Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) 
in the electrical outlet in the 
bathroom. It will protect you 
from a dangerous shock if water 
and electricity come together.


